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Marks of Omission …  
Three installations about communication and territory in a digital age. 
Arthouse Multimedia Centre for the Arts  

13 September – 5 October 2001 
 
Marks of Omission curated by Arthouse’s Artistic Director Sarah Pierce, brings to Ireland for 
the first time three installations that use sound and the internet by artists Brian Conley 
(United States), Slavek Kwi (Czech Republic), and Conor McGarrigle (Republic of 
Ireland).  
 
The exhibition will open with a reception Thursday, 13 September 6.00 p.m. – 8.00 p.m.  
 
BRIAN CONLEY is a New York based artist. From radio performance to sculptural and sound-
based installations, Conley’s artistic practice operates between the divide of science, politics and 
art. Excerpt from War! Serbia vs United States documents a live radio broadcast on 
November 14, 1999 on WBAI in New York and on Radio B2-92 in Belgrade. The event was an 
imaginary conflict between Serbia and the United States fought with cartoon sound effects. Two 
teams of sound artists gathered at the two radio stations. The sounds each team generated 
were transmitted via the Internet to the other radio station and broadcast simultaneously on 
both. To prepare for the performance, the teams read classic books of war strategy—Sun Tzu’s 
The Art of War and Carl von Clausewitz’s On War, for example. Participants were allowed to 
employ any technology, from homemade instruments and the human voice to samplers and 
computers, to manipulate and organise the cartoon noises. Like the original broadcast, the 
installation at Arthouse presents the sounds from each team on separate speakers, enabling 
audiences to easily distinguish between the two teams.  
 
The project was co-produced by Brian Conley and Sina Najafi of Immaterial Incorporated in 
New York. The U.S. participants were: Scott Arford, Gracien Challenger, Bill Chesley, Barry 
Conley, David Cunningham, Michael Demurga, Brian Dewan, Thomas Dimuzio, David Dixon, 
Joshua Fried, Rob Gould, Dan Illian, Nina Katchadourian, Peter Lew, Pam Mackinnon, Akio 
Mokuno, Sean Moore, Dafna Naftali, <O> Blaat, Marcin Ramocki, Maria Striar, Clubbed Thumb, 
Shane Valentino, Srdjan Jovanovic Weiss, Trevor Williams, and Jay Worthington. The Serbian 
participants have never been identified publicly. War! exhibited recently at the Whitney 
Museum of American Art (BitStreams March - June 2001). A new broadcast between Ireland 
and the UK is being planned for 2002. 
   
SLAVEK KWI is an artist from the Czech Republic, currently living in Dublin and participating in 
Arthouse’s Residency Programme. After studying music in Belgium, Kwi became an electro-



 

acoustic artist in the late eighties and is now best known for his extensive discography under 
the identity he founded in 1990, Artificial Memory Trace (AMT). Spectral Territories Pt 2 
presents a sound installation in Arthouse’s basement space that uses both natural and man-
made frequencies culled from recordings made by the artist over the last year. Kwi travelled to 
the rainforests of Kenya and Tanzania where he recorded birds, insects and the natural ‘din’ of 
the forests. After his return to Dublin, he made several recordings in Arthouse at night, where 
he picked up the frequencies made by electric circuits throughout the building. Spectral 
Territories Pt 2 compares the two studies in an installation that uses dome and umbrella 
speakers to direct the composition in complex patterns of sound. Visitors hear isolated 
frequencies or a mixture of sounds depending on the precise spot they are standing. The 
installation includes a study room where visitors may listen to source recordings by the artist. 
This November Kwi will begin a residency at the Royal Hospital, Kilmainham, Dublin through 
IMMA’s Artist Work Programme. 
 
CONOR McGARRIGLE is a Dublin based net.artist who recently completed a residency at 
Arthouse. Working exclusively on the Internet since 1998, he is a pioneer of net art in Ireland 
and the founder of the online artists’ space stunned.org. Spook… is a web-based artwork that 
began in June 1999, when McGarrigle noticed an unusual pattern of hits on the Stunned ArtZine 
server from a military server with the identifier "gate1.mcbbutler.usmc.mil". In response to this 
activity McGarrigle initiated a trace on the military server to track and log its activity. Spook... 
presents this movement though a number of entry points that lead from e-commerce sites such 
as jimmorrison.org to paranoic testimonies of bio-tech attacks. The result is a cumulative mass 
of hundreds of political, porn, religious, scientific and Artificial Intelligence sites—all being 
monitored by the US military. Visitors to Marks of Omission may enter Spook… or explore 
materials supplied by the artist as background to the project. McGarrigle’s recent exhibitions 
include: FILE Festival International de Linguagem Electronica, 2001, Sao Paulo Brazil; Net-Z-Lab 
InternetKunstPreis 2001, Chemnitz, Germany; and Boston Cyber Arts Festival, 'The Lite Show' 
2001, Boston, SIGGRAPH2000, New Orleans and SIGGRAPH99, Los Angeles. 
 
 
For information and press images please contact: 

 Naimh Looney, Arthouse, tel. +353 (0) 1 605 6800, fax +353 (0) 1 605 6801, e-mail 
nlooney@arthouse.ie 

 Hours: Monday – Friday 10.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m.; Saturday 10.00 a.m. – 2.00 p.m.; Admission is 
free. 
 
Arthouse Multimedia Centre for the Arts, Curved Street, Temple Bar, Dublin 2 www.arthouse.ie 
Arthouse is a nonprofit organisation with charitable status under the law. 
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